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B The Outbreak of War 1914

Featherstone in 1914 was like many new
industrial towns: hard working, socially driven
and largely poor.

We all see sculptures of Soldiers fighting in
France and Belgium and to most of us this is
what World War One looked like but is that the
whole picture?

The truth is that most people in this country
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helped the Allies to win the War in one way or .
another.

Fighting From Home is an exciting new series
of sculptures that shine a light on the npn
combat heroes of the war.

Follow the journey to find out exactly
how brave, fresh thinking and similar - ‘
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were over 100 years ago.




Artist Luke Perry has
been working with local
historians, members of
the community and the
council to develop the
ideas for the artworks.
When created these
artworks will be the only
g_n%s in the world of their
ind.

The research has shown a massive
ulling together of people all fighting
rom their hometown to support

those in need overseas whether they

were soldiers, loved ones or
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The Artworks will form
an arc around the corner
of Mill Pond Meadow
Nature Reserve nearest
Warhorse. This will add
to the story begun with
the Warhorse statue:

These sculptures will each be
dedicated to a group of amazing
people, each of whom were a vital
part of the war effort.

The people who were involved in the
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By a thorough reading of
the Featherstone
Chronicle Luke was able
to establish @olour
coded pattern based on
subject matter which
helped to reveal the main
6 issues through the war;

Alongside a huge bibliography of
other books about the period
between 1914 and 1918 it was
possible to find incredible pictures
storiesand posters that showed how
important the people of Featherstone
and those like them were!




These Six themes were as
follows:

The Coal Works/
Workers




L ocal Issues




Munitions Girls




Loss
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Wwomens
Changing Roles
In Society.




Children- their
contribution
and suffering




Coal Workers

A Though the coal miners continued to suffer from
poor working conditions, injury ananortality due to
their work, low pay and otherperilsthat were the
regular ills to theminerslife there was an incredible
sense of social conscience. The resounding message
throughout the war years was that of unflinching
support for those who were in need.




Almost all of the colours used at some point cover the Coal Works. Above is an example of the
many mentions of the financial sacrifices made by workers for various relief funds, the tribunal of
assessment for Coal workers who were to be exempt from military service and the presentation
later in the war of the Edward Medal for Bravery in the mines at Buckingham Palace.
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There was increasing worries about the state of conscripted men during the latter years of the
war, often too young, unfit or unwell to enlist or return to the front. Some men discharged from
the Army continued to work in the colliery on their return and died of subsequent injuries. Heroic
efforts within the coal mines earned sommen the Edward Medal for bravery in mining disasters.



Wages did not increase to keep up with essential war related rises in the cost of basic living needs,
driving many colliers and their families to poverty and near starvation. This never stopped the
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Ministry of Food,
Grosvenor House, W, 1.

ON HIS MAJESTY’S SERVICE.

I wish to appeal for the immediate help of every man,
woman and child in my effort to reduce the consumption of
bread. >

We must all eat less food; especially we must all leat

less bread and none of it must be wasted. The enemy is
trying to take away our daily bread. He is sinking our
wheat ships,. If he succeeds in starving us our soldiers
will have died in vain.

Imthe interests of the country, I call upon you all
yourselves, and so loyally to bridge over the anxious
now and the harvest. Every man must deny him-
for she is the mistress of the home,

| ocal Issues

A There were many issues suffered and tackled

during the war years. Conscription, rationing,

zeppelin attacks and the planning and construction of

Council Housing. The most indicative however of
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ORANGE: Among the many and varied tales of deprivation and support that were documented in
the news articles of Featherstone by far the most dominant was that of the continued support of

the Belgian Refugees. These are some examples of the continual coverage of the Belgian refugees,
their support, rehousing, integration and on the left their learning to sing Tipperary in English at a
thank you tea in their honour.



Thgy must not sfarve.

JPPORT THE LOCAL FUND._

After the occupation of Belgium in 1914 a relief fund was set up and commencing from this a pledge
was given from the local council, supported by the miners and residents to take on Belgian Refugees
In the town, to house, feed and find work for them until their reccupation after the war.



November 24 atthe 335
gd Central Palace

Openin:
Gran

It was decided to give the previous Smallpox Hospital to the Belgian refugees and after a time work
In the Coal mines locally was found for the men whilst the women and children were looked after
and vegetablesvere provided so that they could cultivate their own land. The inscription on the
Council houses built in Featherstone at this time reads Infinite is the help Man can yield to Man.



REFUGEES: BELGIUM TO ENGLAND
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sang Tipperary in English to an emotional crowd as a symbol of their gratitude.
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Munitions Girls

A It became clear from the research both
nationally and locally that there would have been
many local women who for the period of the war
becameMunionsgirls. These women worked in
toxic and often highly dangerous roles to produce
the highnumber of Shells, Bullets and general
high explosives needed on the front.




from around mid 1915. This account from the day that peace was declared in November 1918
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be completely wiped out by the peace and what would for them be an entire way of life changed
returning them to second class citizens now that their country needed employment for the men.
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This image is of Featherstone Women being driverMaonionsjobs near Leeds, almost certainBarnbow
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works explosions in factories, unsurprising in their highly volatile nature. The roll of honour for those
killed in the explosion aBarnbowis above, much of this was not known at the time for security.
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A Loss is a broad word and certainly covers a
multitude of horrors during the period of the
Great War. Many lost loved ones, almost all of the
men serving were wounded or lost a comrade.

Many lost their youth, limbs, health or mental
health to the war.




