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thanks go to Luke Perry in the production 
of this presentation and to Beam arts 
organisation for collaborating with the 
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The Outbreak of War 1914

Featherstone in 1914 was like many new 
industrial towns: hard working, socially driven 
and largely poor.

We all see sculptures of Soldiers fighting in 
France and Belgium and to most of us this is 
what World War One looked like but is that the 
whole picture?

The truth is that most people in this country 
didn’t go off to fight but almost all of them 
helped the Allies to win the War in one way or 
another.

Fighting From Home is an exciting new series 
of sculptures that shine a light on the non –
combat heroes of the war.

Follow the journey to find out exactly 
how brave, fresh thinking and similar 

the people of Featherstone’s lives 
were over 100 years ago.



Artist Luke Perry has 
been working with local 
historians, members of 
the community and the 
council to develop the 
ideas for the artworks. 
When created these 
artworks will be the only 
ones in the world of their 
kind.

The research has shown a massive 
pulling together of people all fighting 
from their hometown to support 
those in need overseas whether they 
were soldiers, loved ones or 
strangers…



The Artworks will form 
an arc around the corner 
of Mill Pond Meadow  
Nature Reserve nearest 
Warhorse. This will add 
to the story begun with 
the Warhorse statue:

These sculptures will each be 
dedicated to a group of amazing 
people, each of whom were a vital 
part of the war effort.

The people who were involved in the 
war without fighting were called ‘non-
combattants’.



By a thorough reading of 
the Featherstone 
Chronicle Luke was able 
to establish a colour
coded pattern based on 
subject matter which 
helped to reveal the main 
6 issues through the war;

Alongside a huge bibliography of 
other books about the period 
between 1914 and 1918 it was 
possible to find incredible pictures, 
stories and posters that showed how 
important the people of Featherstone 
and those like them were!



These Six themes were as 
follows: 

The Coal Works/ 
Workers



Local Issues



Munitions Girls



Loss



Womens
Changing Roles 
in Society.



Children - their 
contribution 
and suffering



Coal Workers

• Though the coal miners continued to suffer from 
poor working conditions, injury and mortality due to 
their work, low pay and other perils that were the 
regular ills to the miners life there was an incredible 
sense of social conscience. The resounding message 
throughout the war years was that of unflinching 
support for those who were in need.



Almost all of the colours used at some point cover the Coal Works. Above is an example of the 
many mentions of the financial sacrifices made by workers for various relief funds, the tribunal of 
assessment for Coal workers who were to be exempt from military service and the presentation 
later in the war of the Edward Medal for Bravery in the mines at Buckingham Palace.



There was increasing worries about the state of conscripted men during the latter years of the 
war, often too young, unfit or unwell to enlist or return to the front. Some men discharged from 
the Army continued to work in the colliery on their return and died of subsequent injuries. Heroic 
efforts within the coal mines earned some men the Edward Medal for bravery in mining disasters.



Wages did not increase to keep up with essential war related rises in the cost of basic living needs, 
driving many colliers and their families to poverty and near starvation. This never stopped the 
regular contribution to funds such as the ‘Widows Fund’, the ‘Dependents Fund’, and many others 
including a huge consistent support for ‘Belgian Relief Fund’ following the occupation of Belgium.



Local Issues

• There were many issues suffered and tackled 
during the war years. Conscription, rationing, 
zeppelin attacks and the planning and construction of 
Council Housing. The most indicative however of 
Featherstone’s strong social conscience and in ratio 
to the huge amount of news coverage was the 
Belgian Refugee’s.



ORANGE: Among the many and varied tales of deprivation and support that were documented in 
the news articles of Featherstone by far the most dominant was that of the continued support of 
the Belgian Refugees. These are some examples of the continual coverage of the Belgian refugees, 
their support, re-housing, integration and on the left their learning to sing Tipperary in English at a 
thank you tea in their honour.



After the occupation of Belgium in 1914 a relief fund was set up and commencing from this a pledge 
was given from the local council, supported by the miners and residents to take on Belgian Refugees 
in the town, to house, feed and find work for them until their re-occupation after the war.



It was decided to give the previous Smallpox Hospital to the Belgian refugees and after a time work 
in the Coal mines locally was found for the men whilst the women and children were looked after 
and vegetables were provided so that they could cultivate their own land. The inscription on the 
Council houses built in Featherstone at this time reads Infinite is the help Man can yield to Man.



On the first Christmas of their residence in Featherstone the refugee’s at a concert to raise funds 
sang Tipperary in English to an emotional crowd as a symbol of their gratitude.



Munitions Girls

• It became clear from the research both 
nationally and locally that there would have been 
many local women who for the period of the war 
became Munions girls. These women worked in 
toxic and often highly dangerous roles to produce 
the high number of Shells, Bullets and general 
high explosives needed on the front.



DARK GREEN: Changing roles of Women and War work became a more dominant part of the news 
from around mid 1915. This account from the day that peace was declared in November 1918 
declares that the munitions girls of the town ‘sang lustily’ not a care that their employment was to 
be completely wiped out by the peace and what would for them be an entire way of life changed 
returning them to second class citizens now that their country needed employment for the men.



This image is of Featherstone Women being driven to Munions jobs near Leeds, almost certainly Barnbow, 
the largest filling station for high explosives in the war and also site of one of the war’s largest Munitions 
works explosions in factories, unsurprising in their highly volatile nature. The roll of honour for those 
killed in the explosion at Barnbow is above, much of this was not known at the time for security.



The above images show the dress worn in the ‘filling stations’ and munition works. Many representations in art 
were produced of Munitions workers at the time and more recently a play was created in their honour called ‘The 
Barnbow Canaries’ at the West Yorkshire Playhouse. Exposure to the highly toxic powder TNT turned the skins of 
the workers yellow earning them the nickname ‘canaries’, some workers babies were even born yellow.



Loss

• Loss is a broad word and certainly covers a 
multitude of horrors during the period of the 
Great War. Many lost loved ones, almost all of the 
men serving were wounded or lost a comrade. 
Many lost their youth, limbs, health or mental 
health to the war.



RED: In October 1917 there are three accounts in the same week’s issue of loss and it’s impact. 
Here there is amputation, Killed at the front and Shell Shock, the latter is covered in greater detail 
with a story at their trial in following months. This continues regularly through the war.



The concept of loss must I think be represented with less obvious representation for fear of ‘overdoing’ it or 
making too obviously statement. The representation I think here must be one which is open to interpretation. 
More on this later.



Womens Changing Roles

• The research locally and nationally was 
dominated with this subject. After 1900 a huge 
push for Womens Suffrage led to a massive 
upsurge in enthusiasm for Women to have a 
greater responsibility in the running of the world 
and equal rights. The War called on this heavily.



BRIGHT GREEN: These are two examples of the many references to Featherstone Women 
becoming VAD Nurses, there are other references to changing roles such as the headteachers 
being replaced with women, local male drivers being replaced by women and all possible roles in 
the Mine being supported and replaced by female workers.



Women began to take up roles traditionally occupied by men across all fronts other than in particular roles such as at the 
Coal Face or roles requiring many years experience. The images above are Yorkshire Train workers, a driver for Poppletons
of Featherstone and the Womens War Shrine in the Crystal Palace created to celebrate womens roles in the War. Evidence 
locally however points towards many women joining the VAD’s and Front line Nursing units stationed in France.



One of the most referenced however for young local Featherstone women was to Join the Voluntary Aid 
Detatchment. A military medical service who served both at home and abroad across the whole theatre of war. 
Many women who were unmarried and some who were became a vital part of the war effort doing jobs that were 
essential to support experienced nurses and field medical teams.



Childrens Lives

• Children bore the brunt of much of the 
hardships domestically with malnutrition and 
other ill effects of the hardships of a Nation at 
war.

• They also were part of a huge support 
movement…



GRAPHITE: This is one of the many references to Childrens contributions, in particular the thanks 
from returning soldiers for their Christmas gifts as part of the Overseas Club..



Children often found themselves overlooked and confused in the struggle to survive. Despite this there was in 
Featherstone a huge push from local schools, clubs and organisations a continued support for soldiers serving 
overseas, refugees both on the continent and in Britain and those who were effected by war.



The images above show the Hull Boys raising money in Featherstone, The Featherstone Pierrettes before a benefit 
concert and a certificate from the Overseas Club (in which children sent money they had raised to soldiers fighting 
overseas to buy them Christmas comforts). This is a small example of the outpouring of the selfless support that 
Featherstone’s youth despite their own loss, grief, confusion and often malnutrition.



These Six themes were as 
follows: 

The Coal Works/ 
Workers



Local Issues
Belgian Refugee 
Support



Munitions Girls



Loss



Womens
Changing Roles 
in Society.



Children their 
contribution 
and suffering



Collected 
Together

This image shows the 
positions of the sculptures 
in relation to each other 
and to Warhorse

Six artworks, each representative of 
a key subject. 

Each forming the curve which frames 
the corner behind Warhorse.

A tapering curve made by reducing 
the height of the pieces.

Each mounted at height from 
columns to aide visibility/ deter 
climbing/ vandalism and maximise 
value in fabrication



Fabrication 
Precedents 

This is how we will make the artworks 
and how the finish of the metal will look 
when they are installed.

Fighting From 
Home



Grace Academy 
Darlaston

One of the projects that Luke has 
worked on in the past was made in 
the same way as Warhorse. By 
welding varied thicknesses of steel 
bar into shapes that create the form 
of the figure. 



Some of Luke’s other work: 
From Saxon Warrior Queens to one 
of the countries largest animal 
sculptures Luke’s company 
Industrial Heritage Stronghold has 
been involved in making large scale 
public artworks for the last 15 
years.

IHS specializes in working in communities with 
unique and under-represented histories, by 
celebrating these stories the projects are able 
to not just celebrate the past but empower the 
present!



Some of Luke’s other work: 
IHS has been the first to tackle 
some of the most important issues 
facing our society at the moment: 

War Memorials:

Above right is the Lions of the Great War 
memorial in Smethwick. This sculpture was the 
first Public Monument in celebration of soldiers 
from the Indian Commonwealth in the Great 
War

Workers Rights:

The Lady Chainmakers Monument in Cradley 
Heath was the first public artwork to celebrate 
the brave women who went on strike to 
establish the first ever National Minimum 
Wage in 1910.



Fighting 
from 

Home
Coming soon to 

Mill Pond Meadow


